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State Policy on the Protection ongricultural Land 2007

1. PURPOSE

The Statc Policy on the Protection of Agricultural Land is to foster sustaingble agriculture in
Tasmania by ensuring the continued productive capacity of the State's agricultural land resource. -

" 2. OBJECTIVES

2.)

22

To provide a coumsistent framework for planning decisions involving agricultural land by
ensuring that the productive capacity of agricultural land is appropriately recognised and
protected in all relevant planning instruments regulating the use and development of
agricultural land.

To foster the sustainable development of agriculture in Tasmania by:

(a) Enabling farmers to updertake agricultural activities without being unreasonably
constrained by conflicts with adjoining nop-agricultura) land uses; and

(b) Providing greater direction. and certainty for landowners, developers, land

managers and the community in the planning instruments regulating the use and
development of agricultural land

3. PRINCIPLES

The following principles will guide outcomes that pive effect to this Policy. No one principle
should be read in isolation from the others to imply a particular action or consequence. The
principles are: '

1.

All agricultoral land is a valuable resource for Tasmania and should not be unreasonably
fettered by non-agricultural use and development.

Prime agricultural land is a resource to be wanaged to ensure use and development does not
result in unnecessary conversjon o non-agricultural use or agricultural use not dependent

on the soil as the growth medium.,

. Use or development of prime agricultural land that is directly associated with and a

subservient part of an agricultural use of that Jand is pot inconsistent with this Policy.

Planning Schemes may allow utilities on prime agricultural land where the amount of Jand
converted is kept to the minimum, it does not unreasonably fetter agricultural use, and
where the location is reagonably required for the utility to operate efficiently.
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5. Planning Schemes may allow conirolled environment agriculture on prime agricultural land
where the location is reasonably required for operational efficiency, and the scale of
development and the negative impacts on the surrounding environment are minimised.

6. Residential use is not inconsistent with this Policy where it is required as part of an
agricultural use or where it does not unreasonably convert agricultural land and does not
fetter agricultural use. :

7. Proposals of significant benefit to the region that may cause prime agricultural land to be
converted to non-agricultural use or agricultural use not dependent ox the soil as a growth
medium, and which are not covered by Principles 3, 4, 5 or 6, will require an amendment to
a planning scheme based on consideration of the social, environmental and economic costs
and benefits to the community.

8. The protection of non-prime agncultural Jand from conversion to non—agriculturil nse will
be determived tbrough planning schemes taking into account the Jocal and regional
significance of that land for agricultural use.

9. Planning schemes must make provisions for the appropriate protection of non-prime
agricultural land within Jrrigation Districts proclaimed under Part 9 of the Water
Management Act 1999,

10. Planning schemes must not prohibit or require a discretionary permit for an. agricultural use
on land zoned for rural purposes where that use depends on the soi) as the growth medium,
except as prescribed in Principle 11. '

11, New plantation forestry must mot be established on prime agricultural land unless a
planning scheme reviewed in Line with this Policy provides otherwise. Planning scheme
provisions must take into account the operational practicalities of plantation management,
the size of the areas of prime agricultural land, their Jocation in relation to areas of non-
prime agricultural land and existing plantation forestry, and the existence of property
management plans for the Jand.

12. Property management plans which integrate a xange of different farm operations are
encouraged and will be recognised in plapning schemes as appropriatc means of providing
for the sustainable management of the agricultural resource.

4. GUIDELINES

The Resource Planning and Development Commission may, with the approval of the

Minister, issue guidelines consistent with the terms of this Policy and confined to -assisting
planning authoritics in dealing with, the implementation of the Policy. A planning authority must
comply with any guideline that has been issued under this Policy. '




